
a newsletter for friends of INNER CITY PASTORAL MINISTRY 

S t ra i g h t     S t re e t                           

focuses our minis-
try on supporting our neigh-
bours in Edmonton’s Boyle-
McCauley neighbourhood, 

many of whom are unhoused and 
experiencing deep poverty.  

We work with a variety of non-
profit partners who strive to support 
these same neighbours with services 
and supports intended to improve 
their well-being.  

Much of the media narrative has 
been focusing on the “social disor-
der” that has been increasing in the 
city and we wanted to share some 
context about what is going on with 
our community. 

We are seeing a significant increase 
in the number of people who are un-
housed in Edmonton. This is due to a 
variety of factors including skyrock-
eting housing costs, reduced govern-
ment benefits, the end of pandemic 
supports and other challenges. 

Homeward Trust lists 3,043 indi-
viduals experiencing houselessness 
in May 2023, compared with 1,390 in 
October of 2019. That number is con-
tinuing to grow. This is more than 
twice as many people at a time when 
supports are being reduced.  

 
have seen the 

closure of several key drop-in spaces 
where people can safely connect with 
other people and stay warm during 
the day – the Mustard Seed’s church 
building, Operation Friendship and 
most recently Boyle Street Commu-
nity Services.  

This is a major reduction in the 
number of safe, supported places for 
our community members to spend 

the day at a time when the need is 
growing. 

This increased competition for sup-
ports puts a major stress on our com-
munity members who are already 
struggling. Our teams are working 
hard to provide spaces of healing, 
encouragement, and connection dur-
ing this time, but we are finding that 

people are coming in with a higher 
level of trauma and needing more 
intense supports than ever before.  

At this time, we are asking for sup-
port for ourselves, our community 
partners, and prayer for those being 
impacted by these challenges. 

(Lucas Stone is vice-chair of the 
ICPM board.) 
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City’s unhoused population grows as  

support services decline | By Lucas Stone 

More than 60 churches, synagogues and mosques provide 250 nutritious lunches 

on rotation for Boyle/McCauley community members every Sunday. Here is the 

team from All Saints’ Anglican Cathedral. Each year we distribute about 13,000 

lunches and pour more than 20,000 cups of coffee. 



 
n the weekend, I 
looked out the 
window and saw 
what I had been 

awaiting – many of the 
leaves on the mountain ash 
tree in our yard had burst 
into red. The red which 
accompanies leaves which 
are yellow or still green.  

Because of the strong 
winds of the previous week, 
I was afraid I would not see 
those brilliant leaves this 
year. The wind would strip 
the tree before the leaves 
turned red. But now, there 
they are. 

Shining in a sunny after-
noon, those leaves offer a 
splendid sight against the 
cloudless blue sky. For me, 
that beauty is a sign of 
hope, a sign of something 
more than natural.  

Christians are called to be 
prepared to give an account 
of the hope which is in us 
(1 Peter 3.15). 

What is that hope? Sure-

ly, we hope for eternal life 
with Christ after our earth-
ly tenure has drawn to a 
close. But don’t we also 
hope for an end to the op-
pression, conflict and in-
justice on this side of the 
veil? Don’t we long for joy? 

On the streets of our in-
ner city, the pain and op-
pression are obvious. In no 
world of justice and equali-
ty do people live in tents or 
sleep in doorways as a bit-
ter winter draws near. 

But beneath the grim  
exterior are stories. Stories 
often of life going wrong 
but also stories which re-
call happy moments from 
the past. Moments where 
hope burned brightly. Mo-
ments on which a better 
future could be built if the 
opportunity were there. If 
justice, compassion and 
love were present. 

On Oct. 11, I attended my 
first meeting of the ICPM 
men’s group. Twelve of us 

sat around a table, sharing 
mostly hopeful events of 
the Thanksgiving weekend 
as well as the annual inner 
city men’s retreat which 
had preceded it.  

Some of the guys told 
about the little canoes they 
had made on the retreat 
and had set sail in the Stur-
geon River. Maybe some of 
those boats have already 
reached Battleford. Maybe 
some will make it all the 
way to Hudson’s Bay. We 

can hope, can’t we? 
The leaves on my moun-

tain ash are a harbinger of 
hope. Those leaves will be 
on the ground in a few 
days. The people on our 
streets need hope that lasts 
longer than a week.  
Together, can we do some-
thing, do more than we are 
now, to help make theirs a 
lasting hope? 

(Glen Argan is a board 
member of the Inner City 
Pastoral Ministry.) 
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In the midst of pain and oppression, our sharing of experiences 

can give us a vision of a better tomorrow | By Glen Argan 
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ICPM men’s and women’s sharing circles meet every month 

in the Bissell Centre. We share food, stories, and laughter. 

Here is the ICPM men’s group enjoying pizza and treats. 
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roximity is holy because it is 
transformational. The au-
thor, lawyer and activist Bry-
an Stevenson defines prox-

imity as intentionally getting close to 
someone to connect with them: “It’s 
in proximity to the poor that we hear 
things that we won’t otherwise hear, 
that we’ll see things we won’t other-
wise see … the things we hear and see 
are critical to our knowledge and our 
capacity to problem solve.”  

Proximity is the most effective 
means of breaking down misunder-
standings and our tendency to see 
people as caricatures. When we see 
people as human and individual, it 
dispels a lot of fear and mistrust 
about people who are different than 
us. We realize we are not different 
from one another. 

 
. 

Proximity was a sign of his love and 
his tenderness towards many differ-
ent people: people on the street, peo-
ple who were lonely or invisible, 
wealthy people, people with social 
and political power – Jesus loved 
them all.  

Jesus saw the humanity and the 
dignity and beloved-ness of everyone 
with whom he was in relationship. 
Stigmas, biases and fears were ex-
ploded and replaced with connection 
and relationship. 

Something wonderful about ICPM 

is that we invite a variety of people 
from different faith communities into 
a practice of proximity. People who 
would normally have no reason to be 
acquainted with the realities of life 
on the street are provided with op-
portunities to practise proximity with 
members of our community.  

To be authentic in love, we are 
called to go and be with people who 
are different than us. It can be pain-
ful and challenging work to examine 
our biases and fears about people 
who we think are so different than 

ourselves.  
Getting close to people whose lives 

are shaped by poverty and the forces 
and systems that cause God’s beloved 
to survive on the streets can be in-
timidating.  

Love in the form of proximity re-
quires us to move out of our comfort 
zones and face our fears.  

For me, living out my vocation as a 

pastor in the urban core does not re-
quire me to step out of my comfort 
zone. I have had the gift of working 
in this form of ministry, and it has 
changed me. It is work in which I 
experience being united with Jesus.  

 
my comfort zone now 

would be to enter a context in which 
I must develop relationships with 
people who are radically different 
than me in their political values and 
principles. That makes me tremble!  

I have a hard time imagining being 
able to practise proximity in that 
context. And yet we love a Saviour 
who bids us to “not be afraid” be-
cause Jesus is with us, and we know 
that when we practise proximity, we 
are practising a holy love.  

Who is the stranger or the “other” 
to you? Are you curious about what it 
means to practise proximity with Ed-
monton’s unhoused? Does your heart 
break to see the encampments in our 
city and the number of people on the 
streets? Change starts with our 
hearts. You are warmly welcomed to 
practise proximity with us at ICPM. 

(Quinn Strikwerda is pastor of 
Community of Emmanuel.) 
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Draw near to those who are poor 
Proximity to those on the margins helps 
break down our misunderstandings of  
others | By Quinn Strikwerda 

We are called to go and  

be with people who are  

different than us.  

When everyone with whom we associate is the same, we may feel safe but we have little to learn. | Shutterstock 

OCTOBER 2023 



• 

• 

• 

 ENCLOSED IS MY GIFT FOR INNER CITY PASTORAL MINISTRY  
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‘Push’ Documentary 

Life is getting perilous for renters. 
Trouble getting maintenance. Large 
rent increases. Renovictions.... 

A new phenomenon called 
“financialization” is responsible for 
some of this growing danger. The 
Edmonton Coalition on Housing and 
Homelessness (ECOHH) is focusing 
on this issue for its annual National 
Housing Day event on Nov. 22.  

The documentary “Push” will be 
screened at Garneau Theatre, 7 p.m., 
that day. Tickets are $15. They are 
available at Eventbrite (https://
www.ecohh.ca/). 

If tickets are still available on Nov. 
22, they will be sold at the door. 

Winter Items 

The chill of winter is coming. 
We are now collecting Christmas 

gifts for the homeless and families in 
need. We are also gathering supplies 
to hand out on the street throughout 
the winter. We need these items: 
 Gift cards for Superstore or 

Walmart. (These two stores are 
accessible by public transit.) 

 Thermal men’s and women’s long 
underwear. 

 Warm hats and gloves/mittens. 
Darker colours are preferred. 

 Warm socks. 

Contact Pastor Quinn at 780-424-
7652 or icpm.edmonton@gmail.com 
if you can help. 

The Community of Emmanuel meets 

for worship every Sunday at 9:15 a.m. 

at the Bissell Centre. 
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 JOB OPPORTUNITY at ICPM 

We are looking for part-time administrative support.  
For details, please visit http://www.icpmedmonton.ca/wp/.  

https://www.ecohh.ca/
https://www.ecohh.ca/
mailto:icpm.edmonton@gmail.com
http://www.icpmedmonton.ca/wp/

